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SHOP EAKliV.Karly in the Day; Early in the Month.

BOOKS Xn-Sakof
.Choice Booths Jor Little Money.-Gifts

I 59 Standard (DeLjaxe Edition)

Sets of
At Positively the Lowest Prices Yet Recorded for

Publications of Such Excellence.
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It is astonishing how far a limited expenditure will reach these dava in the realm xl*;' ' " * ' . . - * *. ¦ ' * ¦ . . * " ifii >"'of Books. In this big ten-day sale of standard sets of Books, the world's greatest litera-
ture is brought within.the means of practic.'Vlly every one. and in editions that are most
durable as well as pleasing in appearance.

By "20% off" we mean. f
> f«

j

20% Off Our Own Regular Prices--The PricesWe *

Name in This List.
And 20',< oil' of prices that alerady are considerably under the usual prices of

publishers. The real money saving, therefore, is enormous.
For instance, in the price ilst below you will see a lo-volumc set of Shakespearelisted at $12.00; in this 10-dav sale you can buy it for *lU;o, and so on throughout the

sale. Just take OXE-F1FTII OFF WHAT IT'S MARKED.

A Great Christmas Opportunity---Don't Miss It
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Shakespeare
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Shakespeare
Literature of tho Orient.
Child's Own Library. . . .

Child's Own Library. . . .

History nnd Government.
History nnd Government.
History and Government.
Longfellow*
Longfellow C
Irish Literature C
Uuizot ii.
LUIJlh K
Llbrnry of Travel
Defoo N
Defoo S
Pinto
Pinto ... 4
Plato . . . ... I
Losainfr's History .\
Lossiug's History. ....... 4
rinwt home- . .. s
Fiolding t>
Fiolding 12
Encyclopedia 12
Lowell 1 it
llOoseveh n
Pepy'B Diary {
Austen \ <\
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World's Itest. Poetry C
World's llest Poetry. ..... C
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Stf. Authu:'. Vols. 1'indiiiK. .MurkoG.
Dante 4 ('loth .v 2
Don Quixote 4 Cloth
Don Quixote 4 ViLen. fi
Irving 10 Cloth :.
Arabian Nights 4 Cloth C
Dickens 1C Cloth 10.Dickons 20 ri Lea. '22
Library Classics 20 -'4 I.ea. 17
llalzac is Cloth 14
Dalzae. is .liLeo. 19
Scott i»2 Cloth 1?.
Green's Knglnnd 5 Lea. G
Lo.s Miserable;* C t.'loth
Plutarch C % Lea. .:
Emerson ii Lea. » C
DeMait passant 10 .*}«. Lea. 7
Mnhlhach IS Cloth 12
Dickens 22 Cloth ii
Wit and Humor 4 ('loth 2
llaujamin Franklin 10 Cloth »i
.\inrk Twain :: Cloth 7
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ENCYCLOPEDIAS
The indispensable work i»t* reference at prices

everybody ran afford.
VI.M-: F VERY MAX EN'CYCLOPHI if A, edited byAndrew Doyle, in 12 volumes:

('lot h edit ion ....

Reinforced cloth.
Quarter pigskin..

.s o.oo

..S H.00
SI2.00

and. because of their
easily handled, con-

The entire twelve volumes occupy about ono
foot of shelf room. The Hooks open flat like
the old school geographies
convenient siso. are inori
suited and carried about.

it is a truly astonishing work of reference,
and for practical purpose* has nothing to yield
to it>; larger rival. Uasement.
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SKETCHES FROM LIFE -:-By Temple II

rVETei,ybody,ft Peta"

WOMAN ESCAPES FROM
STATE PENITENTIARY

;.
"Tni'lj" Tnlie* i'rriich l.rxvr M'kwi

Nwrriiing Slili-wnlU in l-'miil 1

of 1'rlnon.
JJvlio Jones, short-term convict, vi"

cently prom-d. .I to the "trusty" o.laas,
escaped from the Virginia I'enltftiuiavjH
about daybreak v>terday morning. JTlio escaped convict is Chlrty-tiirqh j
years old, fall, of ^ingerhread cowi-
plexion, and wont tlio femabs prison
garb, a tlrr.su of wide plaid.-

"llc'ic was accustomed to sweep tlio
paventout in front of tho. prison e:\eh
morning-," said Major .lames 11. Wobjr,tho superintendent, yesterdny ;iftoy-
noon. "The matron J-*t*her out earlier
than usual. it was not yet daylight
when noll.j ami her broom passed out
to tlio sidewalk. She had eight months
more of her term to nerve, hut there
was no reason to suspect that sTW
would be foolish ondUK'n to rislc an
added term hy running awry. Hor
escape was discovered very shortly
after she took French lcavci"

Hello was convicted of folonv in tile
'Corporation Court <>f Danville last mnu-
incr, and sho had a good record at
the prison until yesterday.

STATE BUYS BONDS
Milking I'iiimI fomntluiionera Jlert' lit

Office of Seeonil Auditor 1'nge.
Tho Hoard of Sinking fund Commis¬sioners met yesterday in tho office; OfSecond Auditor Kosewell I'age, and ;authorized tho purchase of outstaiid-Jug Virginia bonds of tho aggregate ;value of 911,500.
The bonds purchased are' Kiddle-hergers and Centuries. Of tlio formertho commissioners accepted only }5>t)o,paying therefor ,S 1 «i. Tho remainderof fho purchaser) woro Century bonds,which were oifered arid accepted litt8::Vj. In addition to tlio figures quoted¦ti.* sellers will receive interest on tliobondc from July 1, 1910. - jTho total amount paid for tho.$l]',ri300 of Virginia bonds is $0,737.06.

.. "

V \"Vtry tlnd Snj« Juntiut,
"A very bad case." was tho notation 'made by Justice Crutchfleld for futurereference when he yesterday placed i

Krnofit* sillier, allao "Devil." colored,under a 5300 bond for twelve months
on- a chargo of stealing a basket ofmerchandise from T. R Young. i

f \
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EMPLOYMENT OUOEMI
TO BE PROVIDED OK CITY

Common Council Adopt* Ordinance
Creating Now Department- by

Unanimous Vote.

MONKY roil VICE COMMISSION

Emergency Ilelief Ih Voted to Pine
Camp.No More Parking of Cars
in Lower Main Street.Site for
Jurksott Monument.

P.y a unanimous vote Cie Cununon
Council last night passed th« ordl-
nance Croatian the IMchmond Public
Employment llurcau, designed to pro-
vhlo work for the city's unemployed.
The bureau Ih to b'o conducted iVy" a
paid manager, elected for two ycarp, at,
a salary of fl.opo a.year, assisted liy
a cleric, whose salary will he >1)00 a
year.
As reported by iho Flnanco Commit¬

tee, the ordinance placed the. bureau
under tiio dlrectloii of an Independentboard ot' live member*, to- bo elected
by the Council -from a "list of ten nomi¬
nated by the 'Mayor. Councilman Itat-
cllffe objected-to dividing the responsl.-blllty between' the Mayor and Coun¬
cil, and offered an .amendment pro-
vldlug for the appointment of a board
ot live members by tho Mayor, with¬
out conilrmatlon by the Council.
IfAvon TO IIAV10 AI*I'OlNTMBN'I'

oi' iioAito or DiiiiioTons
Councilman English saw no reason

wliy the Council should depart from the
present practice nit" electing ail inem-
bbr.M of city, boards, and urgqd that the
¦.Mayor'.*! appqiritmotats bo mudo sub-
jeot to wi'unfmation by tljo Council,
The llatcllffe amendment, however, was
adopted by a vote of !) *to T. Thus
amc!>ded the ordinance was passed
unanimously.
The Council paused by a unanimous

vote the resolution appropriating $4,-
7?j0 for the relief of. Pino Camp. Of
this amount, VI.000 is for tho mainte¬
nance of the camp during tho re¬
mainder of the current fiscal year, and
.?7S0 for the construction of a main
connecting the property with the
water system of Winter Parle.
Over tho opposition of CouncilmanEnglish, who alone voted against the

measure holding it to l|o Ineffectual,
Ui» body passed the Koger's ordinance
prohibiting the parking of vehicles for
more than thirty minutes °n Main
Street, between .Eighth and Thirteenth
Streets, and on Twelfth Street, be-1
¦twoen Franklin and Cary Streets. Tho
ktnc:ur.iro Is designed "to prevont the
blocking of the downtown section by.automobile owners who park their cars]for hours along the curb.
II'IMIOIMUATION MADR

KOIl VICK COMMISSION
Other ineasures passed by the Com-jtnon Council follow:
Appropriating *1,001} 'for the corn-jmission appointed by the Mayor to iu-

vi>stignto local vi«v» conditions.
Appropriating .%rotit to defray the ox-1

penses of a committee consisting of]t!n> l)ock. 1 liver and Harbor Commit¬
tee, the presidents of tho two branches
of the Council, and the Mayor, ln-ap-|pearing before tho Klycrs'and Harbors
Committee of Congress op behalf of
nn appropriation for .lames River im¬
provement.
Appropriating VI-,00.0 for coal and

oil expenses of the Gas Works, and
£5,000 for Cias Works extension and im¬
provement.
The body referred to the" FinanceCommittee tiie resolution for the pay¬

ment of .jn.T.'O in pvljtes to winning
¦architects in the municipal buildingdesigns competition, and the ordinance
directing the acquisition or property
In Kairmount upon which to continue
the playground activities now carried
oil at Short 1' and Twentieth Streets,
by tho Church Civic Association.

President Peters introduced an or¬
dinance directing tho dedication of a
plot of ground at Monument Avepue
and the Boulevard for tho location of
the Stonewall Jackson monument. It.
was referred to the Committee "H
Streets An ordinance Introduced by
Councilman P.atklns asks for an ap¬
propriation of 9-5,000 for the proposed
Jtivorsidc Drive.
W1I.I. t'OMIKMN" PMOI'BIITV

I'OH I'OT HTUUM II STniJIlT
Tho body passed tiio ordinance re¬

ported from the Street Committee di¬
recting the City Attorpcy to acquire
certain properties on Main Street, be¬
tween Eour'eouth and Fifteenth Street,
and on Cary Stroet, needed for the
proposed new short street east of four¬
teenth an part of tho plan'for widen¬
ing Fourteenth Street between Main
and Cary.
The ordinance was recommended for

passage by the Street Committee at
n meeting held yesterday afternoon.
When concurred In by tho Hoard of
Aldermen mid signed by the Mayor,
it will empower tho City Attorney to
outer into a definite contract for tho
widening of fourteenth Street in ac¬
cord:! rice with the plan of 10. S. ltopc
and associates.the plan which haa
received tho commit toe's approval.

Husband Sncuri tint Warrant.
Josephine Gariiett, 1318 Xorth Thir¬ty-fourth .Street, was last night ar¬

rested by Probation Officer Wealton on
a warrant sworn out by her 'husband,Emanuel, charging her- with desertingher homo and talcing away Virginiaand Emanuel Harnett, both under four¬
teen years of age. Slio was bailed forher appearance in the P61lce Courtto-day and Probation Officer Wealtonis sr.id to have taken charge ol' thechildren.

Charged With Stealing; PovVetliook.
John Owens, colored, was last nightarrested by Policeman Crifllth on a

warrant charging him with stealing apockotbook containing from Sal-llo Jackson. The cuho will bo heard
in the Polico Court to-day.

The Busiest Bank
"THE AMERICAN NATIONAL IS THE BUSI¬

EST BANK IIOVBR SAW."
A gentleman;, \ylio comes into this;institution

quite frequently, made tliis remark the other morn¬
ing. We are busy looking after the interests of our
customers and friends, seeing that each one re¬
ceives the best '

SECURITY AND SERVICE .»...., .»'¦¦¦ i '

at all times; We are asking for the opportunity to
render you every assisting* that an up-to-datebanking house can render. Whether you have
money to deposit or investments to make,. we are

ready to serve YOU.

The American National Bank
OF RICHMOND, VIRGINIA.

CAPITAL, AND SURPLUS - - - $1,600'060.00
RESOURCES - « - 9,600,000;00

Balmacaans.English models, conservative cuts-
Storm Coats and Ulsters in all the leading and satisfac¬
tory fabrics. V

A special purchase gives yoU|this unusual opportunity

EXPERTS MEET TO DISCUSS
VOCATIONAL GUIDANCE

Simple Experience of Ho.vh in Streets
Often Influences St mi in

Life.

MAN V RDUCATOHS ATTKSI)

Function of State University to <*et
Stnmlurd for Specialized Training
Set Forth in Several Papers.Miss
Latlu-op to Speak To-Night.
At tlie futirlh annual conference on

.Vocational Gtildanco begun last night
iii the John MntsUdl) l|lgli School cx-
prosbion was given to tlic practical
phnaca o.' vocational guidance nr. con¬
cerned with street life by Phillip Davis,
director 'of thij' C.lvll Scr.vice House,
Boston, Maw. Mr. Davis said that the
simple experience of street' life often
Influences the start in life, that the
experience of the bootblack, of tlic
newsboy anil of the man who worlcp
about tlie highways given him his l»e-
ginning. ami that he tmir.t bo held by
iliat c-Npcrienee until something larger!
cornes into hie life. The experience
is not alwnys bad; it may often be
uood, or, at le:tst, turned towards .t !
.rood clifuclion. The speaker said that
many };et from the f-treeif; standards!
of oomluet and of behavior, and that!
a study of the street life is as cmtn- j
tin I Tr Uie study of the influence of
the home ahd school.

In .lie absence of James S. illatt, Jof the l'ublie Education Association,
the nc-Ksion of the National Vocational
[Guidance Association convention was'
opened by Krank M-. Leavltt, of the
University of Chicago. A?) address of
welcome was delivered by Frank 1 Hike,
superintendent of tiio Virginia Mo.

[ chanicp' Institute.
MISS HIOiXiKN ov "i»kvth:uitv

IX Ulil-ATIOV TO <;ril>A.\CK" j
Various subjects were discussed.!

Mii-H Anita C.: Hedges, specialist In vo¬
cational training tor girls, in the New
York State Kducatlon Department, of,
Albany, read a paper on "Dexterity
:. ii'l Skill in Hi.'iatlon to Guidance," j
and Prof. .7. D. 131 iu\ of the University

I of ?Jis;.'ouri, talked on "Vocational
f
Guidance: a Function of the state Uni- :

j vernlty." l'rof. Kitfi" said that ic was-; i
the function of the Stato university i
to fiet a standard for Vocational guid-

' a nee, that It was the duty of tiie uni-
vcrslty to lead In the general voca-
tionnl education of tho public.
Tho ir.ectlnu's .of the National Voca-

tional Guidance Association will con-j
iinuo through Thursday, when, nt 7:30

j p'cioek, tho association will Join .with
the National Society for tho 1'rotno-
tion of Industrial Education
Ono of tho principal speakers on]Wednesday night will be Mrs. Ducinda

U\ 1'rlnco, who was the lirst to orison-:
i'/.v! trade schools f<>r young women, and
whoso services have been .secured
through tho clYorts of tlie ItetMl Mer-

. chants' Association.
ixTKIlKSTtXH AnOHKSSES

«X TO-IIAV'M I'ltOCItAM
The program for to-day follows:

j 10 A. if..Topic: "Vocational Guid-
anco In the Public School System."
"Vocational Guidanco in Boston,"

Assistant Superintendent Frank V.
Thompson, Boston, Mass.
"Some Suggestions for Presenting a

Course in Vocational Information t.>
1'uplln in the Smaller High Schools,"
Superintendent \V. A. Wheatloy, ATid-
dl.etown, Conn.

"Vocational Guidance and tho Our.
riculum," I »r. Ira S. Wile, New York
Hoard of Education. ,
"Tho Focusing Point for Vocational

Guidance," Director O. \V. Burroughs,
Vocation Bureau, Pittsburgh, Pa.

2:30 P. M..Business meeting of tho
National Vocational Guidance Assocla-
tion.
Reports, election of officers, etc.
8 P. I'd.-.Topic: "Vocational Guidance

and Social Welfare."
"The Question of Organisation of Vo*

cational Guidance in the South," David
Spenco if ill, Ph. P., director of Division
of .Educational Itcsuarch, public Schools,
[New Orleans,. La.

"How to Organise an<l Administer a
System of Vocational Guidance," Wil¬
liam M. Deisorson, Wisconsin Free Km-
ploymont Bureau, Madison, Wis.
"Part-Time Secondary .Schooling and

Vocational Guidance," Dr. P. P. Clax-
ton, United States Commissioner of
Education, Washington, D. G.

"Sanio Items to Do Considered in a JVocational Guidance Program," Miss
Julia C. Latlirop, ohicf United States)Children's Bureau, Washington, D. O.

"Rational Aspects of Vocational Guld-
ance," President J. D. Kggleston, Vir-
gfnia Polytechnic Institute.

Commission oil Kvangellsiu to Pt s*
sent Kcport at Morning

Houston.

BUSV PltOGllAM lro!l TO-fcAY'
Report* to lie Presented Showing

Kvangellstic Work Being Accom¬
plished by More Tlian Thirty De-
noininHtionK In lliiw Conntr>.
Two hundred delegates, representing

all Frotcstanlsm, are expected "In Itieh-jihond to-day to attond tho annual meot-jinif' of tho exccutlvo commlttco and]commission* of tho Federal Council ofi
thr< Churches of Christ lu America.!
The gathering i 1J open at ?:30 o'clock,thin morning in tho auditorium of the
Central Young Men's OhrlMlan Assocla-,
Hon lluild1;;with a meeting of the jconunlMilon on pvAnpoliHui of tho Fed¬
eral -.Council the Churches of Christ
In Anfarlca.

I"\lauy of tho most prominent church-
men hi tho "country, roprcdontlng thirtyaelihmlnallons, will take part Hi thosofi^lofts, which will ho open lu thenu-Mlc. Tho convontlon will he in ses¬
sion Uir.i.» days. Addresses to-morrownight at th.r City Auditorium by hoc-1r.lirv of State William Jonninga,ISryan ami by Dr. Shaller Mathews, of
Chicago University, will Ue foftturmiiof ti»-; gathering.. Headquarters o. thoexecutive committee and of the com-missions 'Mr all business .d all meet-in-}.- will be l.old at the Central AouugAC'ui'n Christian Association Building.
I'UOMIXKXT IIHI'BOATBS

llAVli ALUKAUV AHIUVKD
Hov. Charlfcs S. Moofarhmd, of NowYork, secretary of tho council, with

other prominent olllcern and delegatesarrived in ltlchmond yesterday. J>r.MatheWs iS president of the council,!and onw of tho mo:«t widely knownBible students of th<> time. ,ov"Cliarlea O. Gill, who won fame during |his college dayw at Vale an a foootballplayer, will submit his report at theconference resulting from hlo Investi¬gations in Furopo. This report, en¬titled. "Social F.ffcctn of Co-Oporatlun.will deal with tho place of the churchIn rural communities. Clifford Plnchot,who will como to Richmond as a dole-
Kate, in deeply Interested In the ceo- jnomlc aspects Of tho rural problem.The complete Urogram for to-day ssessions of the commission on evangel¬ism for morning. aft.irnoon and nightfollows:

..»i »0 A. M..Devotional meeting.!.:!.". A. M..lioport of tho chairman,JUv. William II. Roberts, 1>. D.
10 A. M..Report of tho general soc-

rotary, Rev. W. 10. Ulcdcrwolf. |iy:30 A. M..Brief accounts of theI evangelistic work of the ocnomlna- |lions.
|! i. nov. John Marvin Dean. D. D..jspeaking lor tho Baptist North, Free

I Baptist, Seventh Day Baptist. National jI Baptist fonventlo::, Congregational. jFollowed by three-minute addresses byDrs. James A. Francis. It. D. Lord, K.IJ. Saunders, W. F. Graham and Clar-
cuce F. Swift.

U Rev. I'otei Mr.jlie. D. IX. KpcaKingfor the Disciple; ol' Christ, tho Chris¬tian, Moravian, Mennonite, Frlonds.Followed by thrr.c-mimitc addresses byDrs. Irving H. Chenowcth, John jCaiman, John Greernleld, Morten C.Fearson and W. K. Gottshnll.
u. Rev. A. Folilman. D. D., speakingfor the Lutheran. German Kvangelical.Kv&ngtliual Association, United Evan¬gelical. Followed by three-minute ad¬dresses by Drs. Luther DoYoc, CharlesiCndet-F, lllshop S. C. BroyfoafOl andBishop W. F. J loll.
4. Itev. J. G. Wilson. D. D.. speakingfor tho Mothodlst Kplscopnl, ^lothodlstKpiscopal, South; Methodist Protestant. .

United Urethren, African MethodistKpiaeopal, African Methodist Zion, Col¬ored Methodist ISplecopal Church InAin^ricii. Follow oil by thrcc^nilnutcaddresses by Drs. J. O. Randall, C. D.Hlnlclnson. J. S. Kendall, J. G. Martin,John it. l'eppor, Dishop J. S. Caldwelland niohop It. S. Williams. '
ij. !lev. Jlichard Urmo Flinn, D. D.,speaking for tho Presbyterian, U. H.A.; Prosbyotrian, U. H:; United Pres¬byterian, Ilcforiued P-rcsbyterian, Ro-foimed in tho U. S., Reformed in

America, Reformed Episcopal, WelshI'reabytoriai). Followed by three-minute addresses by" Dm. Robert IT.Fleming, W. E. McCulloch, C. 10. Creltz,O. M. Voorliees, William H. Frcernnntlo,ft. E. Williams and O.' I* Huston.
Afternoon Session.

2:30 P. M..Prayer.
2:35 1'. M..Report of standing com¬mittees: (1) Field and method. 1lev..Jet>r«ro G. Malty, D. D. (2) literature,Rev. John Marvin Dean, D. D. (3) Fi¬

nance, Rev. CliaHoa E.- rfchRertor, D. D.
a.'30 P. M..Report. of tho executive

committee.
3:15 P. M..-Report of spccial com¬mittees: (1) Credentials, Rev. CharlesK. TJodd, L>. IX (2) Projjrnni. ftov. Wil¬liam 11. Roberts*, D. D. (S) Whitcflold,Roy. W. 10. Riederwolf.

Ml? lit Session.
Memorial servlco commemorating the

ono hundredth unniversary-ol' thu birthof Rev. George VI liitcfleld, .famousovangolist.
7:30 P. M..Song service.
7:4« P. M..-Address, ^'Whiteflold: HisLJfo and Influence," by Hcv. F. M. Tay¬lor, D. ,!>.,*pastor of. tho First .EaptistChurch of Indianapolis.fc:15 P. M..Address, "Personal Evan¬

gelism," by Rev. J. E. Carson, D. D.,pastor. of' the Centrnl PresbyterianChurch, of Brooklyn, X. Y.
The first meeting of tho executivecommittee of t,ho Federal Council ofthe'Churches of Christ in America willbo hold to-morrow rporning at 0:30o'clock ip .the auditorium. ot~ the'Young lien's ! Christian Associationpuildlng. Tho rpuding of official com¬

munications,, the hearing ot .report*from t»\e various commissions and!the
transaction of'routine business will oc¬
cupy the fl rat dato of the meeting.

RETAIL TRADE SHOWS
. GENERAL PROSPERITY
Snlos Hotter Thau During Christmas

Hush I/nst' Year, Merchants
Ileport.

WAK STIMULATES BUSINESS

More Employes at Work in Retail
Lines Than During Holiday Rnsli
l;.Vit Year, Haya Secretary Clarke,
of Hetail Merchant*.

Richmond merchants arc optimistic.The Christmas rush is oh in the retailstores, ajul shoppers aro making liberalpnrehascH despite ttio reports of hardtimes. Tho shopping districts wei^errowtlcS the greater part of yesterday,and HtatomontH from retail merchantsindicate that business wan never bettor.Merchants are inclined to .bolicvo that
reports or money stringency and biifc'l-

depression in many in«ianceo*bayebeen grently exaggerated. Many Of
tiiLiu believe that tho Kuropean w^rwill eventually tend to stimulate bunl-
ne.''" operations in thin country. Hofar, according to reports from reliable
Kourcop, tho so-called "business dt- -

proton" ha* in no way decreased
in the retrtil utorea'-of Richmond.

In Houirt Instances it is said that busi-
/men !h evi-n better in the retail trado
than during the name period last year,
TAKE OX AIJIUTIOXAI, II12L.I*

to Jimrr ciijiisTm.u hl'sic
H\ A. Clarke, .Jr., secretary of thoRichmond Retail Merchants' Asuocl'a-tlon, who in comdaritly in touch with

tuo situation lu local retail establish -

ment*. was optimistic In his eonverKa-tlon last night regarding business con¬
dition*.. "Tho work of this organisa¬tion may be taken aa a good Index
to business condition* In the retail
fctorot) of the city/* ho said, "and eo
far as I can see, the merchants have
no kick. Collections aro holding upwell, and some of the stores have be*nobliKod to employ additional help to
meet tho Christmas trade. The workin this ofnee is greater than over be¬
fore .in tho history of tho association,{ihd'wc havo been obliged to increase
our olllce force. I iiavo talked with
many of tho merchants, and they all
cay 'business Is good.'"
"Much of thU tulk about hard timesin nothing moro than a myth," saidSamuel Cohen, head of thfi Cohen Com-

pany'w large department store. "It i*
truo that there ar*» many people hi
need, but I don't think that can be
attributed to any spoclal dcprosalon Inbusliioss. for 'the poor aro always with
us.* "

U»TAnLISHJIK\T HAS .VEVKR
lXj.NH A I.AltCHH Ut'.1I.M:SI<i

Mr. Cohen stated lhat tho establish-
mftnt of which ho i» tho head had never
Uono .. larger business than at Hie
present time, that thcro appears to,be
no great monetary stringency, anil
that collections am good. "I bolfoyethat many yeopfo have tho wrong- view
In believing thnt the European war
will ruin business hero," said Mr.
Cohen. "Tlio European countries, an
1 sc*rs it, must Import largo quantitiesj Of fjuooiiea, and it seema 'to me that,
this country will have to furnish
them." Mr. Cohen rnado tho point that
In this ovent local enterprises In manyinstances will havo nil they can do
to aupply tho increased demand for
their products, that more laborors will
ho employed, ana that this will mean,
more money In the pockets of work¬
men. Mr. Cohen refused to look Upontho dark sldo of the question.
W. S. Rlioads, vlce-prosident and

treasurer of Mlllor & Ithoads. Inc.,
stated lest night that oales at his
ftoro aro even better now than duringtho fame period last yoar. "Christmas
shoppers aro keeping ua busy," he said,
"and wo aro Belling moro tliah wo did
during: tho Christmas season laet year,
I expect this condition to continuo, for
J soo no reason for a decrease in busi-
news."
"Wc hoar a great deal about hard

times right now," Bai'l 0110 merchant
last night, "but I notion people 6<tcm
to have money. Go down Hroad Street
any night, and you sec hundreds
crowding Into tho thoatrpo and placeHof amusement. Not long ago I tried
to get a neat at a theatre for a ehoxv
that cost 33 a throw, and I lound that
all of the scats had been sold noarly
a week In advanco. That doesn't look
like hard times to rine."

EDUCATION BOARD CALLED
Exp«c(eil to Settle Long; Dlxmnned

School Textbook Question.
Selection of textbooks for tho publicschools of Virginia and other mattersof Interest will be further considered "bytho Statu Board of Education at a

meeting to bo hold in tho offlco of
Superintendent of Public Instruction It.
C. Stearnes to-morrow morning at lu
o'clock.
Dy direction of SuperintendentStearnen tho call for this mooting wan

Issued yesterday by Secretary Evan II.
Chcsterman. Tho call morely statos as
tho object of tho meeting, "such busi-
nens os liiay conic before tho board,"and whllo tho ofllcors of tlio Statu De¬partment of Rducatlon have not Indi¬
cated tho uaturo of tho business, it Ie
probablo that tho tcxthOok matter will
1)0 settled deilnltely before any othov
business Is taken up.


